





For immediate release

2006 Pekov Mineralogical Study Tour

Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society has provided the lead grant and funding for the visit to the USA of a pair of leading young Russian mineralogists of the Lomonosov Moscow State University.  The visit is the basis for a three-week Mineralogical Study Tour by Igor Pekov and his wife, Anna Turchkova.  They are faculty in the Department of Mineralogy and have compiled an extraordinary record of achievement in research, both in the field and in the laboratory.  Their current field work takes them annually to the Kola Peninsula and its alkaline complexes.   Pekov is the discoverer of 33 new mineral species and the codiscoverer of 22 more.  Both are prolific authors, having several book credits between them, as well as over 300 scientific papers.  

The study tour will consist of four geographic modules.  The Arizona portion will start in Tucson with the mineral shows and visits to the University of Arizona analytical laboratories and the University Museum, noted for its collection of copper minerals and those from Mexico.  The Pekovs will have the opportunity to meet with hundreds of mineral scientists, curators, collectors and dealers. 

The Southern California module will include visits to the analytical laboratory of Dr. George Rossman at Caltech and the collections of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles, Dr. Tony Kampf, curator.  Collections of several MSSC members will be opened to the Pekovs, notably that of Rock Currier.  Dr Pekov will speak before the Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society.  While in Fallbrook, he has been invited to view the collection of Bill Larson and others.  Time permitting, a tour of a San Diego County granitic pegmatite is planned.  The California segment will end with a visit to the Molycorp rare earth mine near Mountain Pass. This deposit consists of intrusion of an alkalic igneous rock into an unusual carbonatite containing rare earths.  It is the largest rare earth mine in the USA.

The Pekovs will next visit the nepheline syenite complex at Magnet Cove, Arkansas, and other deposits nearby.  The Arkansas Geological Commission collections, the Geological Survey for the state, will be viewed as well as those of the Geology Supervisor, Mike Howard, host for the midcontinent module.  The Magnet Cove complex is closely similar to the alkaline rocks of the Kola Peninsula. 

The Atlantic portion of the study tour will cover the Smithsonian Institution and the American Museum of Natural History, private collections, the analytical laboratory of Excalibur Minerals, Tony Nikischer host, and meetings with the Hudson Institute of Mineralogy.        

